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Not Your Mother’s Social Stories™
Carol Gray Social Stories™ One-Day Workshop  April 12, 2017

Sponsored by Club 21
Pasadena, California
Presented by Carol Gray, Director, Team Social Stories and Social Stories Satellite Schools & Services

Target Audience   

This workshop is for any parent, professional, family member, or friend who is working on behalf of one or more infants, toddlers, children, adolescents, or adults with autism. Participants who complete the workshop will receive a Social Stories 10.2 Certificate.
Description 

Social Stories™* (Social Articles for adults) have helped individuals with autism of all ages understand and respond effectively to daily interactions and events.  The earliest roots of Social Stories extend to efforts to help secondary students with autism succeed in vocational experiences in the community; giving Social Stories a sound philosophy and timeless practical value.  Today, Social Stories are an evidence-based practice used with individuals with social communication disorders worldwide.  Despite the popularity of Social Stories, parents and professionals often miss opportunities to write ‘that one Story that makes all the difference’ or systematically employ them throughout an individual’s lifespan. 
Using lecture, discussion, and activities, this presentation demonstrates the value of Social Stories throughout the lifespan as participants learn to develop Social Stories for those in their care.  We will discuss the state of the art (and science) with examples of Social Stories that teach previously unaddressed concepts (categorization, organization, patience, resilience, and perseverance, as a few examples), all the while building self-esteem and supporting generalization. Participants will gain an updated understanding of what a Social Story is (and what it is not).  They will also leave equipped with new Social Story topics and strategies to make Social Stories work harder and longer for each person with autism from first steps through adulthood.  
Participants will be able to:

a.  Define the term Social Story;

b. Describe the Social Story philosophy and rationale 

c. List the Social Stories 10.2** Criteria;

d. Explain the difference between a Social Story and a story;

e. List 5 common Social Story misconceptions;  
f. Summarize five case examples of Social Stories that teach life skills; 
g. Explain how Social Stories improve parent and professional responses to – and interactions with – individuals with autism;

h. Describe an interesting new response to use when a person with autism says, “I don’t know”; and

i. Develop a Social Story.
Time Ordered Agenda 

Most workshops break down into four sessions, two in the morning and two in the afternoon.  The outcome letters below correspond to those in the previous learning outcomes list.  Since start and closing times for workshops vary, sponsors insert their own times for each session.  (You may change times to fit your schedule, as long as we have at least 5 hours of instructional time.  Contact me if we don’t).
· 9:00-10:30:  Outcomes a – b
· 10:45 – 12:00:  Outcomes c – e

· 12:00 – 1:00: Outcomes c - e cont.  

· 2:45 – 4:30: Outcomes f - i 
* Definition of a Social Story:  A Social Story accurately describes a context, skill, achievement or concept according to 10 defining criteria.  These criteria guide Story research, development, and implementation to ensure an overall patient and supportive quality, and a format, ‘voice’, content, and learning experience that is descriptive, meaningful, and physically, socially, and emotionally safe for the child, adolescent, or adult with autism.

** Originally called the Social Story Guidelines, the process of developing a Social Story has been periodically revised and reorganized to keep pace with ongoing research, as well as experience with the approach.  In 2004, The Social Story Guidelines were organized into Social Stories 10.0, ten criteria that clearly defined what is – and what is not – a Social Story.  Nine years later they became Social Stories 10.1, the first major revision and reorganization of Social Stories 10.0, with Social Stories 10.2 released in May of 2014.
Short Description:

Social Stories™* are a very popular evidence based instructional strategy used worldwide with people with autism and other social communication disorders. They are a wonderful ‘go to’ intervention for a infinite variety of purposes.  Unfortunately, they are frequently misused and misunderstood – resulting in stories… but definitely not Social Stories.  Using lecture, discussion, demonstration, and a series of very short, fun, and informative activities, participants will learn how to develop a Social Story (or Social Article for adults) according to the current Social Stories 10.2 criteria.  The day will fly by.  Participants will leave understanding and knowing how to develop Social Stories, with a certificate to prove it.
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