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Welcome to The Morning News

We are thrilled to have the cpportunity ko come free to you
for the 1952 - 1993 schopl year! Wa sincerely appreclate the
letters you have sent vs, and in future issues we hope to have room
to print {Wwith your permissicn} a few of them.

Ta those af you new to The Morning MNews mailing list -
WELCOME! The Moraming fews shares experiences and ideas related to
the education of perseons with autism and developrmental disabilities
with parents, proefessicnals, businesses, and students from the
United States, Mexico, Canada, apd Germany.

The Morning News enables us to share materials with aothers.
For exawple, in this issue wo've mentioned some books which may be
of interest. Oocasionally this newsletter contains add-It pages (as
this issue does) which update The Curriculum System wanual, {An
order form for the manual is includsd at the end of this issuc.
This iz the last time we will print an srder form for the manual in

I'ie Morpning News.)

We welcome and encourage contributiens from all subscribora—
including students~ to this newsletter. For example, last fall we
ran an article by $usan McDoewell about her daughter, Liesl. I'n our
winter issue, Fris Copeland gave us a parent's perspective af
facilitated communicatien. We would like to hear fram ypou — send
us photas, articles, pictures, ete. — GET CREATIVE -~ to the address
at the start of this newsletter. ¥We will return photos on reguest,
{although please don‘t ask susan MeDowell how gquickly we return
rhotas. }



150 Ways to Deacriba Life

= Caral Gray

Lately Ifva discovered there are many things people do that
defy cxplanation. While politics may come immediately to nind when
contemplating why and how pesple do certain things - I am referring
to the simple things. Why do we face front in an elevator? Why do
we wait in lines for thres hpours to get into a2 small train which
fmris us into space over found-no=-where-elsc-in-reality hills
(making the near sighted, far sighted, and vice wversa) at top
speaeds for thrace minutes with a hundred screaming people? Why do
we anhnounce wWe will make dinner in "just a minutel whep in fact we
den’t even knew what we're having yet? Why do we ftell somaecne we
love the new tie they gave us which makes our eyes cross and
matches nothing on the domestic or feoreign narkets, while we
simuleanesusly plan to return it the pext day? Miraculously, most
¢f us can make sense of all thils. Individually and collectively,
we know what to do, and can recognize mistakes when we mnake them,
g&ven those things we can'kt guite explain we have explanations
for.. . "Thet's life,™ and "Life goes on."

For children with avtism, I believe the gquesticns may he more
numeraus, znd the explanations harder to come by. Why did Mom and
bad leave? - Where did they go? - Who is this new perscn? - Why Is
she here? - When will she leave? Why wust we stand by a screeching
machine that klows het air for 30 secends twubkbking our hands
together = where are the towels? Why do kids draw linces on the
sidewalk with chalk, only to yell "0h no, I'm cut!" when they jump
on them? Why 1is it we can read aleoud at home, buet not in a
Library? Why do we put up a tree in the living rocom all of a
sudden? Where is my teacher? - Who is this new person who deoesn't
know when ERcading is, or that Todd takes the attendance to the
office? — I'n supposed to listen to her? The moving steps flatten
out and disappear Fforewver under the second floor and you are
dabsolutely certain that wonft happen o uz even if my - uh oh, it’s
not tied - shoelacs gets caught?

It would ke unfair to assume the guestiosns. What we do know,
is for some children with autism reading the answers = reading what
wo now rcfcr to as “social stories"™ - is bringing some positive,
immediate, and often dramatic results. Social storics are being
used successfully by Joy Garand in Cincinnati to make incluzion of
elementary students with Jdeveloproental disabkilities ecasgier and
smoother, and by Susan McDowall in Tndianapelis with her daughter.
Sacial storics have becn effective fteachliny curriculum; rules Lo
games; routines; appropriate behaviors; schedules (and changes in
schedule) to some students with autism. They have alsg hbeen
effective in explaining commerclal steries {what’s fiction, what's
not] and upcoming events. Until now, they have been written for

individual students.



Obwiausly, writing stories for individual students takes tima.
56, 1n response to regquests for "generic" storics we'vwe recrulted
soma haly. Wa asked 150 Psychology students to each take a topic,
arnd write & story. The rosult? The start of & Social Story Book,
which we willl make avallable at cost this vear. Some Paychology
studants are very interested ln social stories and persons with
autism. They have agrecd to Keep writing and working to make this
book as comprehensive asa nossikle.  Together, they form Jenison
High Schaplfe Sorciel Story Copmitteso.

We would appreciate your help. We'd like for yow to send us
TCFPICS by completing the form for that purpose in this issue. We
are looking for zsituaticns which are difficult for perseons with
autizsm. To give you an idea of what may he & possikble topic, wave
listed some examples of topics we already have stories for:

Using a hand dryer
Galng to fthe grocery store
Using an sscalatar
Taking turns
The merning routine
Getting ready for ked
Thunderstorms
Riding the scheol bua
changes in =chopl bus routes
et=. gto. eto.

Topice may be specific to pre=-school, early elementary, late
elementary, or secondary interest level, For sach completed topic
form we raceive, wa will send a complimentary copy of the handout,
"Hew £o Write Social Stories.™ Wa will also recegnize - with
permission - those who send us topics by listing their names on a
special page in the Social Stery Book. We have a goal: a book
comprised of many stories which collectively describpe lifa to
perggnsg with avtism for not=-a=-lot-gf-money. Fleaze take & faw
minutes to send your topics to us at the address at the start of
thizs newsletter. THANKS!

If you don't have topic ideas, but would like a copy of the
book reserved in your name, f£ill in your name and address, and

check the blank an the topilc form te reserve a book. Ecserved
books will be held for ane month after an order form for the bBook
appears ihn The Morning News. A= wa will he printing a linited

number, rasarvations will help us estimate how many to print.
THAHKS!

On the next page is a sample social story written by Amy
Sghmuker, a Jenison High School Psyoheleogy student. [The Format
hare is changed slightly from the suggestod Format fo =ave spage in
this newsletter. Titles and authors of cther sogial stories appear
on fur cover.) BPelow Amy’'s story is the form we would like you to
uwse Lo scnd us toples, andfer to reserve a sccial story book.



EARYOITTERE
~ by Amy Schmuker

My parentz= leve me. They spend a lot of time with me and takae
good care of me. Semetimes Mon and Dad lika to ga ocut and da grawn
up things.

Mem apd Dad want me to ke safa. When thay go away, a
babyaltter comea. The habysitter staya with ne. Sowetines, I might
go e their hovsa. I could hava mnany differant babysitters whila I
am growing up.

A babysitter can ke my friend. They are there to protact me
and care for me. We might play games or read books.

My parents will return home again socon. They did not forget
about me. Sonetimes they will come home whlla I am =laepling.
Spometimes they will come home while T am awake,

I will be good for my babysitter. My Mom and Dad will bea
pleased that T was goed.

Foasibla Topics for the Beciml Btoary Book

Plemse print

Hame Phone [ j

Address

Zip

Consider these topics for tha social story book {(list additional
ideas on back);

FPlease sign your name here to indicate your permission to list yeur
name, city, and state in a list of topic contributors:

Check her: to resarve a copy of The Social Story Book
Thiz is not an ordar form. There is no obligatlion ta purchase.




The Syndroma cf Hyparlexia?

We would sincerely appreciata hearing from anyone with
information or expariences with thae syndrome of Hyperlexia. The
infermation we have is From a conference annpouncement, which states
the pymptoms are an advanced ability te read and disturbancaes in
language and social development. We canmnot attend the conferance
which is being held on November 16 & 17 in ¢ak Brack, Illineois, but
would appreciate hecaring from anyone who daes attend. For mora
tnformation contact: Center for Speech and Language Disorders, 479
Spring Road, Elmhurset, Illineis. An article on Hyperlexia will
appear in the next Morningy News. Thanksl

Tha AREA Confaranca in Albuguerqua
=Carael Gray

Whenever I think of the ASA conference last summer, wany
images coma to mind. The first i3 hew authentically Yeld-west" the
wvord "Albugquergue" locked on the airport from the plane. We had
just landed, I leoked through the plane window and judging from the
"Albuguergue sign fully expected to find only Rent-A-Horse
compatiies insida. I mean that as a gepuine complinent. While =ome
cities try te ba western, Albuguergue never forgot it's past aor
stepped out of character. That guality held true throughout the
canference, with the theme "0ld Wisdem - Wew Jdeag . "

Among  =several great  presentatione, ecne “pullaed it all
together”. The keynote address by Dr. Gary B. Mesibov forused on
the Importance of parent-professiconal collaboration. While
recognizing the wide diversity ameng parents and professionals -
which may challenge efforts to work effectively together - Dr.
Mesibov pointed ocut the alternatives: sither negotiate differences,
or enter inta adversarial relationships. Dr. Mesihov's message was
positive, and underscored onoe again the impertance of warking
together for student success,

In addition ta the presentations, I found many ideas in the
canference boopkstore. Two books that may be of interest to
siblings of Cchildrem with autism: Kristy and the Sscret of Susarn,
by &Ann M. Martin {The Baby-Sitters Club Series #32) and Insids oue,
by Ann M. Martin. {Both are Apple Paperbacks, by Scholastic Inc.,
New York]. I have not had time te read them, though they came
recommended by fellow ASA bopkstore shoppers. I have not seen many
books written for children about children with autism of cther
developmental disabilities. If you havc others you would
cecommend, let us know = we will pass on the infermation.

Also, if you attended the ASA conference in Albugquergue, or
any conference, and found a presentation to be eapecially helpful,
we'd love to hear from you. Please write us to share new ideas
which you have tried and found to be successful. Thanks!



ADD=-IT PRGE §F2
=Carol Gray

This igsue of The Morning News contalns the second ADD-1IT page
for The curcicuiun System manual. It is a sample of the First page
of a simplified Evaluation of Student Performance form developed by
pale Ransan to meet the nasds he had for communlty pased
ingtructisn. The biggeat ravision is that tha prompting sectleon is
eliminated, and staff members simply record whether the skill wae
completed with or without assistance, 83y Myself or With Help. In
addition, less infarmation is required at the top of the form.

Thig simpler Evaluation of Student Parformance form works as
easily as the original with the rest of The Curriculum Systam.
Bath the eriginal and the new simpler Evaluation of Studant
Performance form can be developed from eobjectives cantained in The
Bank. The asinpler form works as effectively as the original with
tha rest of The Curriculum System. Guessworks may still be built
inte any activity. cCompleting the Summary of Student Perfarmance
form is the same with either format. Those of you using The
Curriculum System, especially teachers working with student=s first-
hand, may find this format just as effactive as the original, and
easier to usa.

In tha wvocational tralining sites, we ptill use the original
format which provides pe with the detailed [ofermation I need.
With limited opportunities to obzerve or work with students
directly, the information I get from the original form is very
helpful.

For a wopy of the firse ADD-It Page, cend a stamped, self-
addressed envelope With a shert note requesting Add-It Page #1 to
the address at the beginning of this newsletter.

k] » L]

IN OUR NEXT ISSUE: A follow-up articla by Susan McDowell on her
daughter, Liesl, an article on Hyperlexia (help us write this
cnel!), Dale Ranseon on Life Centered Career Educaticen, and more!l

Send us ideas to share!l!

If you would like to receive The Mornir~ ™ 2l), please

complete this form and =e~? ' ' pATE- art of this
issue. Pleasa ~ p ﬁ.ET THE 'U-EE BY P ie
r
Hame Hon and/or form# f tg OF
nforma ger accurd
rddress sactiop are no lon ard.

City Zip




ADD-It Pagae #2

Below is a sampla first page of a simplified Evaluatiaon of
Student Performance form. Use print size and wvocabllary
appropriata for studente abjility,

The Curriculum Byastem: BSEOPPIKG

Student Name:

Site:
Ooserivear: By Myszself:
Teday's Date: Time:
By HMyself With Help
feSll) T will enter the store. ... ... ... -.

(G52} I will read the written shopping list

fGE5) I will match the atsle numnbers to the
Ccorrect AlSle.  viss it iaraan i it

fG58) I will fimd the correct aisle to
match the items onmy list. . ..o o ous

(G57) I will find khe f1ftem. .. ... i uus

(G52} I wil) fimd and read the price of
Each IfEm. e s nnntaan st entaaas

(G83) I will guess or add the cost of [tems

(GS7b) I will place each item in the cart...

fGs2] I will find a store employeeo if I
Meed el eerraaaaacrrraaasarraranrsns

fE89) I will ask a store employee for help
ifImeed it. . . iveiinnnn, P .

(G510} I will push the shopping cart safely.




The Currlculum System:
Succesy az en Educalieonal tuicoms

The Cufrleyglum Svsicm s a manual describing princlples,
procecscs, instructjonal (echniques, and educational marerial:s
to use to develop & strong transitlon carriculum for secondary
gtudents with developeental disabilities. The manual beglns by
fdentifying habicts and principles assceipicd with succes:.

Thase habil: are applicd to every aspeci of rhe curriculum. For
exapple, The Curricelun System defines how declislons are wade
regarding cach studeént: cstablishes progran standards whlch
define profeczzional, parent, and student reles in the
sducafional process: develops one strong curriculum vhese fores,
processes, and instructional lechniques are applicable to amy
iemarning envirocneent; and 1&aches: successiul habite
{wvisualization, geal setiing and self-svaluation) aleng with
traditional skiils {vgoarional, soclal, applisd academics, etc.}
to srudents with developoental disabfilittes, Many ddeas in rhe
manuii are appticable to elecmentary students with developmenial
dizahilities,

Thne manual iz 200 pages long and arrives ag & fiiller for a
three ving notebook, wiTh a tagbpard cover page 1@ Insert in
notebooks wirh clear plastic pocket covers., Purchaze of a
maneal places your name on The Morning News malling List = a
free pewsleftter which containg Ipformation (o updete The manuat .

The Curriculun Systen: Success as an Educatienal Qulcone
ORDER FORM
Flease prini plainle

Nome

Street Address Eﬁ"ﬁﬁr Eiﬂﬁ‘:nf

Ciry e Lo c,c"-’ti cip
-‘1% “dn‘lﬂga‘i rﬁ "

Flcase enclor ?F‘E . ﬁaﬂawdﬁiﬁa -neck one):

§ ﬁﬂaﬂapﬂgn .her, packaping & posiige
. .al fhllers, packaging & posiage
ﬂgﬂﬂp .anual filler:z, packaging & posfage
4 manual flllers, packaging & posbage
.af % manual fill=rs, packaglng & postage

and end to: _een Durkrewice, RbRon:  HManual Pequest
cnison Public Schocle, 8375 20th, lenlpon, W[ 4G4:B

[ do not vant 1o ocrder a manual, bul would Like (0
seceive The Horning Mews (11°s freel}.

2311 manuals must be senl to one address for price 1o apply.



