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Social Stories 101

This edition af THIE YORKIKG HEWS spnng
amd summes 199y locuses ooordeas relaed o
vecral  slofies This  shon aricle provedes
propequisite wformaion, includmg the delmition
ol o sedial stery, and a briel desonplion wf cach
vl Lthe selated instmeclional fechogwes

Whal ks a Social Slory?

A Sovead Sterv s ostory delieed by o specific
Mol pad gueckelines that objectively describes o
ern, akill, evenol, concept, or social siaaton.
social  Sloncs megquite considerdn of  the
perspeative o the person with e aedistic
specirany disordor (AR Most Socil Slonics
are wnllen by parenls or prolessaonals. The goal
of 0 Social Swwy is v share relevanl niormaiion,
including  where and  whew a0 silstivg  (akes
place, wie i awalvad, whet % ogepiring, and
i,

Types of Social S1ory Sentences and Ralbe

Mucial Storics are compnsed ol a combination of
wpr oo three  Iypos of  sonbewoes:  oeserrpiiee,
perspeelive, and directove senbenges | Rseripiive
senences wsbpeclvely doline wihere o sitwating
vwrurs, whe sy invalved. what Lthey aie Jduoing, and
why, Pemspeclive se0lences ane stilenienls thin
describe the thoughts  awd  Feelings of  olher
poople. [2irechye senlences  ue slolemients (v
diree Ly delime what s expuocled 25 50 esponse W a
anvien oot on sialion.  These seolences pently
sirezl a stwlent’s behavior, olwe eginming wilh,
“Iowill besl T aar L owelll werk ool

The  Mosee Yecid Stary Ranhe delines e
propodivn of  descnipiive,  pecspective.  and
directne senlences in o sccial stery This ratioe s
mamtaueed regrdless of e length of a sacial
story, and ensores 1heir descrplve gualicy:

| direelive sealence
Coee e e . = Social Slory Ralio
2 -3 descriplive amlior pompoolive senlenoes

The follewimz sample Secial Swey identilics cach
type o menience, und illestraes hoas e Socl
Story Holio applies:

Chr mer scheel  davs e lave fecess
[deserepiive). Uiy, recess (5 auldoors {desonmive],
Sowiefimer, receds of eedonrs (deseremiive] Lisualfy swr
||'.|n'.ln"l'lr.u"ll.l' frmi L ot Py et N o el |:||II P ET AL gm'ﬂg

e b prlers [perapecinve | Phe principal will el ey
teercirer of reress ot do Be iitdogr s [descrptive). I recess
v cogdereg, £l fry b Snar coden (e cnve). LR anollier
elery. reress well b wntdbont s {dese it e,

The Social Story Guidelioes

The Socig! Slory CGafdefines are based on the
learning characienstcs of peeple with A 5D
Every Hooal Siery adheres oo the following
guidelines: 10 positively slate desired belavions.
2 owrte A or sleghly  below  a stodent’s
comprenension level, keeping stones  shorl e
pod vel  readers; 3} provide  assistance
reegnizing snd enlerpreling social cuoes, desenbe
whe, what, when, whers, omd wiy, 9 Twrile-in
realily” by menliomng rarkatons inocodline; 53
nse care with dlusirations, bomy couliows ol
extrancous details; 60 comsder wimg "WhY
quesdions as Ijitfes or subilles, 1) I'unc!imu]l:,.' ar
visaally define ambiguous terms, 23 cacfully
write Troan @ Torsl porson perspective. S ensuie
the story is accarale il aptcrpreted literally, wsing
lerms like sosetimss amd  wspafly, and I
consier incorpording inlercals inla Tow o siory
is wrlicn or implemented. The Social Sty
Tividelines ensure e aecuracy of coch sogial
stary. as well as their paticnl and  reasswring
qual iy

Related Instructicnal Technlques

Sogidl Benes are ong ol severdl intervenlion
devebeped ol Jemsen Poblic Schouls L twach
socinl  wedostonding o poopls wale AR 03
Cideer  miterve nbiahs  aechode  Fle Siemh Seerer, o
lesso plan for geades 2 - 12 thal helps el
peers understand theic classmade with an A 513
Comir Sirip Oonvergations, an approach ihac
medporales the use of simple derwmas  and
culor wr eifecuvely idenofy and deicuss whn
people say, o, snd think inooe given sibw jon ik
Pictures af Me, a special Social Siopy wxpd o

miepduce o peruen wiltk an AE1Y o Lheir
personality, @lents, and diagnosis.  Comently in
development, Fle Fopic Hor s oo series o

acuveties Lhat help siwdents understand thal el
porson has lopucs and opmons, and how 1o appdy
That understanding in o converzatiop Saowcnal
Slories and  all o the relaled  instruchunas)
fechnigues  share  a philosophy  that ool
underslanding  cam be  taught, and  that  the
tesponsibilny lor sooz] swccess is shaped



The Links Between Social Stories, Comic Strip
Conversations and the Cognitive Models of Autism

-1 Tony Attwand, Clinical Psychologist M.Se., PhIX, MAFPS , AFBPsS.

Editar's  note:  Dv. Tony Attwesd 5 a Clisical
Pavchologisn win s specialized in the area of anrism
Jor over 20 veors, This experience covers the full range
af erpression afong Hler efisdic courfimmnm fnuu those
e are profoundly disebled ro wniversity professors,
Hix eripingl posigrodiaie research was condwcied witlh
e, Ll Frivly aod evamined the cociod skille u_-,l" cildren
vt ereniixmr. Fw oo .r.l.r.l':l.n-'qrrr.rl.r.l':l.: ronducivd recearcl on
dicgmesiz and challenging behaviowr and s published
veverid JHIpRTS, rh apers, el ey besnnker i My v, He
T ahwargrs been o full tve prociicing clfinfcion with o
spochied fmierest G worly diegeroexis, sovere chellonging
bedvrvioeer and Aspergper's Svodrome. D, Attwood
recently complered o procical book titded, " Asperger’s
Syndrome: A Culide for Parents and Professionals™
{Jessicn Kingley Publishers, Londow aod Phitadelphia,
FRE). M fiax Beren fevited o D e Bepnole speaker af
irrerrariomal conferences ang crrrenily works in privaie
practice in Brisbame, The above phote wis faken in New
Cirfecns, Lowisiang, during  Dre. Athwood's  recemt
werkshop tour of sovthern UGS, eiiies,

Social Stories and Comic Strip Conversalions are
an ingenious technique for helping people with
autismn,  They are mpidly becoming a significant
gonpend of the school curniculinm Fﬂl’ such

children, but do the theoretical models used 1o
explain  amism, also explain why they are
snccessiul? As with many  inmovative  amd
practical ideas, they originated from working
direcily and collaborstively with children rather
than [(roun anlcllectual  copsideration and
subsequent application ol an academic theory of
avtism. However, when one examines the current
theories explaining why children with aulism arc
different, one can recognise how the siralegies
are consistent with these models.  Research on the
cogmitive abiliies of people with autism  las
produeced three distinet theoscticel models.  Pach
model will be brielly explained with quotations
from avtobiographocs o illustrate spealic poinis
and an explanation of how aspects of  Social
Stories and Comic  Stip  Conversations  are
comsizienl will each model

Theary of Mind

One of the most significant advances in our
understanding of autism has occurred Trom Lhe
resenrch of Ul Frith, Simon Boaron-Cohen and
Frunsesca Happe' which supports the hypothesis
that children with auwtism have an impairment in
the lundamental ability 10 “mind read” ({Baron
Cohen 1995).  From the age of around lour
years, children understand that other people luve
thoughts, knowledge, beliefs and desires it
imfloence and  cxplain  their  behaviour, In
contrsl, children with autism have considerable
difficulty conceptualising and  appreciating  1he
ihoughls and fechngs of anclther person. In
other words, they lack the ability to think about
thoughis.

Thix abahiy 15 cxsential in order to understand the
behaviour of others.  Tor example, iF you saw
someone opening a refrigerator door vou miiﬂ“
assume The person was hungry and looking lor
something 1o eat If they then found on
unlabelled comtainer, tasted the comtents and
made the faclal expression we recognise as

ﬁ
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disgwit, yuu wouhl think 1hey did mH ke the
contents.  I0 (hey then placed the contamer with
the garbege onc wauld  assume ey Dd @
porsouak dislike for the coments or 11 wis bad

Ciunills Cierland has High  Fancoomng  Awdism
and recently  had her swobiogrphy  tanslaied
from Xwedish 1a Inglish (Gerland 19965, S
WL

The beitic emational siertes. sorrose and ot clid
el vankie eTISE i ome, Bed o't feke them our
farted L worrlad @uad ie these on T orfer people,
s orortdiet recogrise fiowe Covmpeer Cruros
shivee by cphers, {page 112

Rl bliadngss  alsa means the peraon has
dilficulty  in distmgorshang whether  someone's
selisns are  nlenfoaal  or socodenta) ar
cxample, 1he aulhew observed a3 clild  with
Aspornor's Syndrome who wags sillg on e
closemwemy Mo watly e other children in his
el il [istemting Ao the teacher read o slory.
The adpwzenn boy slancd o ase Tim by poking
s Tozers e lis Back while the dcacher wasn’
[ew sk . The cluld  became  ancreasingly
anmayed 0wl eventually hit the hoy Lo make him
st Tl weacher was  leaking at the children o

thes guanl (bul oid aed kw1l precoedine
evicots]  ond  eepeaiiinadce  Lthe clild Tor Being
iEgerLss v Clher  ohildien would  have

prclomeed ey were provoked el rooeemse
ihar el the leacher knew the circumastances, the
cunseeguences would ke less severe and more
eguitable. Yel he emained silemd. "Uhe keacher
conlinwed wiath her slory ond a low mumems later
aiwdlier child eelomed 1o Lthe classroom fom
waing e dhe teilel, As he earcTully moved prast
e ekl with Aspergers Symdrone. Ik
ocidentally duuchal hin bt the <bild wis el
aviire thed  in this  ailuation, the action was
acidenial.  HMe hit himy in the same way as ihe
child who was tormenling him.

Hocaal Slenes provide informabion and tuition on
whal kath paries o piven  ppleraction  <r
Siluatiom miay bhe thinking.  To pamiculag. ihe
perspeclive  Renlenees  specilically  descobe o
poesn’ s thoughts aud Feeling moa grven sfvalion
aad expdin the conssiuores o achons on the
Thoughts of athers.  Comic Sinp Codvoersanons
inclwde thoughl babbles and rhe ase of Jiiferom
colours 160 visually illustrale a persen’s thoughes
] lechngs. 1L 3z mleresting thal rocent rescarch
has  conlirmed  the  value of  congrete

representlionn 30 helpang  wndderstand - mendal
sl A stdy Ty John Swellenham  and
colleapwes Tound that conceivmmg the mnd as
gamcra helped chaldren with avusm develop an
licmative theory ol mapd  (Swctlenham el al.
1S58,

1h
th

Our eodes af social comducl are based on
knowdedge o how  our behaviour  alfects
thouwghts, opinions andl Feelings of others, We
stfive nod 1o odfencd. I a child dowes nol
comcepimlise the (howghis of olhers then they
will appear mede anel inconsiderale, deseriplions
nlten made by stpapgers when mecting a ¢hild
with aulism. Such children appear 1 belong ke a
dilferent social culluce  Sacial Slosics provide o
“yisttorsT guide W our social  ocwllure, by
explaning social eomvenlions. their tatwonale s
whiat is expected Tor those explennz “onlfamiliar
eTriory

A mew area of sesearche euriently being wapbomed
by LUta Frith js whethsr mind blindiess ol
applies 10 1he child™s own paind. Do abwe child
have the  ahilly I roflect o e own
gyperenses, ewglits ond Toehigs®  Can they
relate their innep thoughis 60 1base of otlrers?

Qe aspedt of Conne Slop Conversatons es Chiel
the chilil can draw themsclvees with a tuughl
Pobble ond use colowr Lo mepresent ther own
thoughts aml reflections The avthor has foomd
that childeen  wally  Asperger’s  Syndoane  ane
aften  confused  hew 1o accurately define and
porray ibeir own theoghis and feelimgs, They
also oflen assume all pasticipainls are
espericneing the same leehngs.

Theoty of Weuk Central Coherence

Lha Db amd Dransesca Happe' (1% luive
developesd another  deeoteucal madel  described
by the ferm Weak Ceoodmil Coheremce. This
mode] s indepemlemt wl the abilicy 1y mind read
and describes a redeced ability i drawe lopethoy
diverse informainn we constroel a highor level
meaning. 1o oher waoreds, the child wilh awtsm
ovirly [ocuses on detal and Tails o grsp the
“whole picture™. The model i3 primanly based
on Lhreo rescarch designs The fist ecxamines Lhe
abilny 1o idemify & hidden Nigere o1 shape within
i larger drawing, & g, & Lriangle embeddod within
it pmetwre ol o cloek. Chililren with zulsme arc
ennspicueugly quick and competent at Lhis sk
Their thinking 15 mo disiracled by Uwe overall
theme Tlee sscond design examines the child s



periommance on the Block Despn subicst of the
Wechsler Intelligence Scate.  The child has to
copy oan abstoaet pattern using coloored cubes
with a fime limil,  Chaldien with awlism ane
rerarkably gocd ol breaking a large poomeloc
patierm inte small sopmenes. The third design
involves reading atoud 3 sentence that includes a
waord Ihat can be pronounced n two ways
according 1o the contoxl.  Bor cxample, "Thefc
was a lear in her eyc,” miphl be read aloud such
that the word  “tear”  sourds Dke  the
pronunciation used in, “There was a tear im her
dreess. ™ Anpiher example,”The dog was on o
long lepd™ could be promounced as the word
"Tead” which describes the heavy melal. Swch
et arg rare wilh  ordinpry  children bt
significantly moie common [or those wha have
IR PR

Thus claldoen wide autisme s pood a1 asks thal
require aenbon o detail but poor al deciphering
the overall meaning. They can imumediately
idemify small, abscurc iems o7 nolice minole
changes in 1he pastion of objecls e a oom
Tlwie inderesis ppe oton confingd 10 aspegis of
il oilwers consider of Timited relevance such as
collecting clodlees pegs or dillerend types of gpack
plugs  This  wousuwl  pereeploon of (he world
e alwee affecs the child’s  drawsngs The
conveMional strategy ig 0 slan with the gencral
calime Wl then MlE im the delails. Awlislic
children olicn start by drawing isolawed dewil. In
the mind «f the chibd with auesm, detail s
paramcaunl and fF this is changed, the whaole
"piclure”  changes.

Flavimg weak cemtral coherence means having
considerabe difficully identifving swhich dclails
are impordant and how 1hey connect o form a
eonsisiont paltem o “postall”. Bor ws, the whole
is preater than the sum of the pans, bur e child
wilh outism, may ™A know which pads ame
relcvamt and  how  Lhey  ane  related. T'he
atmabiopraphics frequentdy refer 1o a  problem
spdersianding  the  meaning behowl  simple
cveryday cvemis.  This is illustrated by Lhe
iollowing quadation of Therese Jolliffe (JallifMe
ci al. 192, She s an adull wilth avtism who s
currently conducling research im ihis arca.

Reality o an oulisic person (5 oo oonfusing,
enferacling mass af evenls, people. pldods, Somds
g giphls. There zeems t2 B¢ omo ofear
boilartes, order or mearing o arytiuag,. A
farge par? of may fife £5 sperd fusl Grping o work
ol Hre pattersr beliind everyifing. Yol routines,

limes and riteals qlf help o ger order inle an
unfrarably chaolie fife, (page 16)

The persom with zulism sees (the world s
comasling of uncamnccled fragments and 15 ofien
desperaie o create order oun of apparcnt chaos.
This ¢an lead 1o false assumplions as o why
specilic cvenls  Oucwr. For example Gunilla
describes Row:

fvery mich warded [0 wnderstand and hal Ted
e to Ihink un someiling, o Heory abou! o
Hurps workad, tal alwiays apelied ta whalever |
STw,  Evary [ My sdher came (T aller) her
frome seRacll ame Ihire wis alwayys e Somme:
she afwdvs came fale e helll Wiat i Ml
seart! 1 heled [0 B ree the hall for Rer la nome al
At Thet™s whr i waas. Tl mes? Re a
thowghe. 15 she come o and T wease™t far Heg B,
if sfe oidn't see me would she (e g fpme
again? At perhges o also meant Ml of T
wanted [ g iHe, ther she wonld appear of S
e ot it tha Rall, F Rl actealle rmener teen
my mother inany otker room czcept Hie kall, 50 f
assaciatesd ey apoearanace wilf e actueal raom,
i of she pusT materialised in e deaneay. Doery
thumg ferd foo Reoerg Topetieer i some fagical way
ard move | Rud probably found fi2 0 as feng aas o
wire 18 Mhe fadi, the roam o witich my medier
alwava rarte, then she woald came. If an the
alher Ttaped £ war fr the weeng o, Inoany af
the rooms info wirich she never rame. Hu o
wonfda T come, {page 700

How dr Bncial Stonies help?  They wee o weillen
medium to idenlify which deisils @ abie] b aml
what Lhcy meam.  They provide the code o
decipher what i refevant 10 ahe sitwation and
explain the “thread”™ or theme dhat links specihc
erenls. They also comecl Balse assumplions  In
other words they provede Lhe logical conneetinns
and cmable the chitd 1w "see™ the big picluge.
The scguisuion of this kmwledge is recognisoed
by the chitd ax far more smparanl Lthan ather
aspects of e scheol cumculum. Crunella
describes how:

Wha! was an effer af schoal was so Iotally
uniilaresting. [ nesded o learn gkills, not ald
frane maity Slamgcfis o caw frad ar wliar e
Jurmers of Fweden procdiovd,  Keowledge of tal
keeed said smalhing 1o e and had aodkig fo g
wiih pty wigrid. [ needed fo dagr Rowe won ford
wier way arouid seligel witiel vaiores e o
o, winll yorr died wlien vow plaved ard e my
boy worked, (papge 1293
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Comie Siop Convemaions wie a viswel mediom
wr ddennily  the salicpce and  pallern behund
everyeday evenls. They also wse culour by porlray
Teelings, a lechnigue already discovered by some
children wilth avlism.  This 15 eaplaimed by
Conrnlla

Aodetimes 0F way oall va ircomprehensible,
eonddn 't even finef an oo i the Tangle fo pall at,
Then I would Iura fr o eyvell Rereneinlge derifier
Me gqueesiion wer the answer; aed 1 oconfde's feflf
anvone. Ay slete was jinyd ooloer iode sepself |
was Mg ouly one win hed coliars: f had o
aferts colone wpsiem which Becare a wav of
corterting  infarreation abme! differont worids,
whout Sie narsary world and the parden workd,
Foewyllbing became a cotaur inside me- propie,
words, fretings, almosmheres. Mot ardfersiardtog
was feinity craape, o pefe oraige sl sl
eoerfere Heremagh i FTrednesy, whod § feadn Tt
energpy Ity e rderslond, come el fd
detrk prmen an o of e ereagpe frghe and pr o
aul. {page Zh

Theary of Impalred Execulive Funclion

Thas theees woas developed by Sally CvconelT and
Bruce  Penmingien {14 and  Janwes Bussel
press) They applied our keowledoe of e
lunclion of specilie structures withm the kran
and e peedile of cognive abelmices asueciaied
with  aulism, 1o paricular,  jroblems with
planming, oreanisaten,  shifling  dlteouon,
wurking numey, |mp!.1l:w conirb, 1nteaton and
JHESEVERLLIO, This  palern supgeesls
dvslunciion of a specilic ancie o the brain, the

pre Iromlal  corlea. Thers 1 incmszing
ncurnlagical  amd  pyychological researcih
evidener W osuppet WHis theoey Thse

chamcteristics aowesunt Tor somilac ad  dilfferent
apects of aulban than ate esplained by the
Thory of hind and Weak Centml Cohersnce.
Muswever, Social Storics are specifically designed
v wssisl Lhe individual in sevcral of 1hese areas.
They provide a seripd wl achions and dialogoe
il reduce the effecls of problems with pluning
snd orgonisalion, and stratepies and cues o ossisl
with inmiauon and impulse control. People with
oulism 3z desonbe how they can cemember ang
rewd text in Lheir mind maore efficically  than
recalliee =peken nstruciions.  Gunills refers o
by

Dohoed on almesy  photegrapdic memory for a
certaret vpe of fogta. and could leal throngl fo

o gy oty Nead for gty parageaph 1oeeecled,
In some ways, fdrdrr't really remember whal wos
there bl T hed o kieed of copy to The page wr my
e, winoh T owas Mo abic o orecd off [pasoo
Lebir)

Comic Simy Conversilions also Use O person’s
relouve  strengths  in execuuve Tuwelions.  Tor
crampe. Canilla describes the fodlowing

Gyl falk abowl Hings T ooouldw's vismalioe rever
HuCk N oy ead - If wonld g Ty argy ad
settle simewhere elve, The wordy passrbfy sieck,
Fut aely as vorcdy, fferesting fir JRefr siriciure ar
flrvavire Py mught fve wrciing colonrs or
centtoin pleasael  sowerady, bt Of F couwlde)
visehise Hiem they mtea! retling, (page 24

The sather would  add el owe ol vhe
understandable  chamclensbes of aunsm 1% W
Pecom:  very  emobwooal when  conlused 1o

corcdmistances thal requice social mesonme. The
spocific emolons can ke anxictly, sadocss and
anger. These cmouons inhibil raticnal 1thooght, &
process associated wuh lhe lonlal lobes Social
Blaneys and Comic Sinp Conversaliong ane writlen
or derwn swhen the cluld 15 calnm and reasonable
Lk 15 in 1his fcame wl miod that the chold 5 mene
abte @ recogmese the Wouprhis ol othors, Lhe
conneciens belween evems and to plin whil Lo
iy,

Helrrencen

Ihamn-Cohen, 5 (995 AhodHisfness.  An eexay on
aisrn ared Theory of maned  Cambndpe, W% 84T
['ress

I'mth, W, and Elappe’, |7 (ILAM), donmns bevoml ~ihears of

wilard”. CLogmbion, 31, |15 131

Cicalwd, e (LERMSE A real peasion Tale on the owdesdbe
[wrkdon Sowvenir Bross

Jollifiz, 1. lansdkwn, R ard Fohinss ©[I5I0L Az,
a persenal arcoune Candpesicamen Journa o
Ihe Salnaat Aylizies Loepey, Lomkay 26, 12 L5k

Coonoll, 5 and Penrninglon, 0P Bxeoams e Tirstion
Usdicids in highk-Tuselioning aabshs snhenduals,
relzxticoship 1o dhegey of mimd Tl of Thild
Peychrtngy and Fepchiaey, 32, [0E] 1105

Frucesl 1, 12 Aulisan 2 an Beocostive Drsosder, {xlerd
U'miversiny Fross fin puss)

Swellmnkag, J G Bags-Coben, X, Geamees 107 ared Wabsh
G T1%). Whal's inade somoone’s heag?
Cnceavasg of e mund ax o camer helps chibdsen
wilh aulism acguire om allermkalesc 1o o Ltheor, of
mind Cognilve MWewropaychairy, 1, 7188



Pigeons at
The Many Uses

- Beatrice 8. Sharkey, Speech Pathologist

Recess, etc...
of Social Stories

Editer’s nete: Heatrice it a speech pathologist at
Nathenael Greene Schoed s Paetiacket, Rhode Teland,
who tes Social Storics and vt suppor exteasively
with stilenis on her caselpad.  Ax a young child
{picnered  abwove) Reoirioe bhuwd o wvivid dmvergiacniton.
Crrrently, she cirives o Iu'fp fer sindenis divcover
express their own i folenis. Bealrece Tives
Hiverside, Nhode Polaud with ber fncband, Steve, and
Sonr chififren, Poirick, Siwanma, Megean, and Mary. T
the feliowing arficle, Beatrice desonbes e varely of
sexes for Sociel Stories sl Iies discevered.,

I've been servicing children  diagnosed  with
aulistic spectrum  disorders for the past four
years, Through my reading, 1 was familiar with
the social siory approach. 1 was cager o hear
one of Carol Gray's presemations, and drove
from Rhxle Island to Maine 1o atlend a
workshop,  The workshop had a  tremendous
impach Of i,

The next day, 1 wrole my lirst social story,
Drinking Het Chocalate. John and 1 began our
sesstons with this dronk to help him Tecl calm.
Hix maodher had told me that this drink helped
him (o relax, 1 alse made a wape of the story, wilh
Mozart in the background. e could listen to i
al home or ol scloo

Social Stories have become an inmegral pan of
my work with students with awtistic spectrum
dizsosders.  Last summer, Johin had his wonsils o
to help im, | wrole the story, Hviag My Tonsils
el Ths deetor miiced that the story helped
him 19 prepare for the opention:

f.fﬂl‘l-.i.l'l M 'y Tonxsily  Clat

i Mewrleny, §owdll por b Merienrienl Hospital o
Tave wiv Porisils call, Tl is called oo operation. T wilf
fielpr miy 2ore Miroal b gel beller,

I ol get i carly i e srerring oie Meoviclery.
My dhimach  Reeds e Be ceipiy. ()
cemnel eaf breakfes,

I oanay Joed o e soared. That"s (3K, T will
iry I e Brave,

L. Tarrd will take my tonsils owl. He is very
gooed anf fis, ol day dosvel el d Despeltal Bed, A mice
docior will plve e sonre medicine fe lelp me go fe
sleep, Mom will be with me, She will be right pext o
e, Mem will help me feed calm,

A_ﬂﬂ I himver my tomsily et will! come hooe,
I will probolly frel slecpy. Theat's (LR,

.H:v thrand mrgh! bt o fibile Bir, 1 ocon defok
Toix aof shealrs b0 Belp s fred Biriter,

Muom will be home all week after | have my
fevisels ener, Do g Chees wall D so gld that my
Hleronat (s getriing befter,

R1EN

Frunk is dingmosed with Asperger’s Syndrome.
He s omnoa regular scoond grade classmoom. |
service him in the classroom and imoa povsle
session. e works on his social skills with hus
clsmates, Two of his stoncs arc Usieg Eye
Cannact and How fa Ask far Fedp. Inoa privaic
scasion, Frank expressed these ideas 1o me in
response 1o the socinl sty aboul asking Tor
help: “Well, I do ask some kids. They tell me .
They mostly help me  with directions,  Usially,
I ask the teacher, "What deo [ do heve?" If e
feewcher ix buesy, T read the directions o T ask a
kid.” Frank gives me an example. “There's a

iy
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shidert af Natlanael Creene Sediood, Powicker, R

Piciured  above; i secourd prode

reallv ferd amatl thisg al Hee hotledar aid §odont
knenar whatt ter de. Stephanie helped me and T did
Py

Ancther delightlul child that | work with is T,
I behieve Sooml Stones have helpod Tim develog
the Lnguage 1o undersiamd amd o express his
thoughts, While dealing with as hirst loose wooth,
his meoann and 1 read this story o lim:
My FLoare Tooth

My roewh ix leose. T owill profsdyly conne o
senmr, Mavbe of will eoone ol on Simay o Mondeay or
Twesday or Wednesdavy or Thursidav or Friday or
Satwererv., Maybe it will come ot today, movbe fonipht
£ MRrviae feumarr o,

fr wvighr cove el ot T,

fr mright conre oir ol school,

When ir does come ot befere 1 g 1o bed, |
wall P wrepeder e prf.l'n:m'.,

The rooth fufry will come and probably will
BV e SERINT MR,

It ean b fun to have a oose ook,

Tim amd John are in o third grade inclusion
classroom, Ownce o week, | present a lesson in
their clossroom, as well az s=cc hem iqulir::lu;q"}'
I wnte o song ke goowith the story. 1 believe the
music 15 cllective since Both sides of the brain are
whiheed.  The children have their own individoal]
lape W listen to at home  Viswal aids are also
introduced

One of the themes | developed was recess. We
mide an auditape as well as o vidootape of this
lesson. As an extended activity, the third grsders
made a book litled, What Am [ Supposed To Do
Al Recess?  Duning the lesson, the children brain
stormed ideas of activities o paricipate in during
TRCEss, T also inieodueed il iden of e
"'I'|:||.:II:IE||I I'jl:l.hilt!l- amdd W “color zregn fow
ool idens™ Mrom Comie Strip Conversations, |
wirole the social story, Mlaving Kick Ball. Tim
and Jolin practiced the game ol recess wilh Ther

classmales,  mysell, apd  the occupational
therapist.

(hher themes [ developed were “raising my
hand™ and “look and listen™.  Social Stories

were developed o winforce each theme, ‘Tim

uses the raising hand skill consistently:
Haiting My  Hand

Wihen e feachir 0 lalking fo e class. e
efildrew evre menially aquifed.  Whewt Senmcenite siarils fe sov
Sevtee g, they wsially Fadse Baste Sarad arad waond for the
feacher fo oall o Mene

Whewi thee teaefior o8 talking oo the claxs, § owill
trey B B ot and fisten. When ! owend do say
sopmeiling . will try do remeaiber o racse ey S and
watd ferr e Pedsclocr Booll on e,

The redcher will be happy of by e be ueed
dnid ligten, The beacher will be happee if T eeize iy Tond
hefare | kalk,

Figturgd  abover . & shudent ar Mathaaa!

Fim .
Cireeme Sefoo!, Pawkivekst, B4,
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Pictured  above:  Joln o sirdlen! el Nathanoe!
Crreene School, Pownieeker, Rloede Ishord, nophe
Pavckpronmd i an addivtonal viseal el “Leook and
Lixeen”,

Looking  While  Listening

Wihem sowmreure ix talking, § trv to Disten.  This
ix @ very nice fhing 1o do. IV I look ol the eeiling and
oiher things i the room, the other person may rol
ko I oenni fisdening,

Somerinres | can try o look at thefr eves or
some perrd of dheir foce. When T ook ar their face, the
wrler person Krews | ant Ksiening o them,

The persow [ am ralking re will ke this o fov.

Some ol the other =lories [ have used g
Drinking Milk af Lunch, Going on a Field Trip,
Going o Keading, Going e the Ball Gome,
Pigeans al Recess, Playing  Basketball, Plaving
Sporw, Silent Reading. Sitting in My  Chair,
When a Chitd is Mean to Me, and Why | Euw
Lunei.

I believe in the cffectivencss of Social Stoncs,
and 1 hope others may benelit lrom my ideas

Editor's ‘i
sophieere ol Crrand Flaven Figh Sehool,
in Cirwned Heaven, Michigoni. Mike enfoys
Ii::n.'miug per iwieiere, He hos claciie rock,
Mitke s faverdle ues amesicians are Erie
\"_"L'J;Hrm aurad Haarrix .I'r.l;.r!r'ﬂ. He also likes
Avroanndl, Fleebwoord Mo, aend souellern
i, Mike wrote fhe poern, "My Pralin
r:l-_,l"l'::ll'i'" iz ;:h'u:iﬁ'l.l'.l'.

nove: Mike

My Psalm of Life

Riding In an out of control bulldozer,
Slipping on ice.
Tough, strong, independent,
| am not going to be a part of the system.
Semi-religious, determined, shadowy,

| pray.
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A Musical Path To Social Skills

= Jeanne Lyons

Pl by Laur Temas Photography in Adlanta, Cleonga

Hiter's  node: Semvne Lvons received ler BUS. Ed. fa
Farly  Cldldhood/Elenentary Edwealion frein e
Llwiversity r.lf ﬁr.l{urar: it TR, She ey h‘:"l.'ﬁ:l.l'.l‘ﬂ'irm'e'
theed frer I'rm'.\rnu;q coreer finvedved HHJ.r.l:J'rJH with clocses
tant frelly insclinded childres with ploccad ard Behovworal
divabilitiex. When her eight veoar old son Shiwen was
diagmased with Asperger's Svndronne shorflv before his
Jerridy inrthlay, Seennme begern G achvoconie for imcfaxion
Jrenn thee other side of e fence, ax o parend. Shawn
attends  Roswell Street Bapiict Chrisiion Schood in
Merracitn, Georgra.  The seheood weleommed fim ax Shafr
Jorst inchestton student, and alliwed Jeconoe S design fex
program, A sociol skills fecilitator waisted Shawn and
by classmctes for fus fiese e veors of solool, but pew
they 're successfully and hapaily Tving zele. Every pain
that Shwn bz made has been matched by bis
clazsmates ' growil in wderstanding, compassion, and
R

Jegnne, wnd her hesband Rory, Shawn, and five vear old
Bilew restde in Roswell, Georgin,  Jeanne has bepun 1o
sing and prezent al antism conferences, bt especially
foves simping in efavsrooms and al school axvenivies,
tevciing luldver abvout D ol specirm,

Those of you who parent a child with an autistic
spectrum disosder are probably  becoming  less

and less surpnsed by the things vou Dind yoursell
doing. | have spenl ume hicrally rolling on
cement sidewanlks with my son, keeping him safe
dunng  uncontrollable  aniroms. I have also
attended  an Intemational  Carmivorous Flast
Conference and visited a guinea  pig breeder with
him, helping lum o gother more knowledpe
aboul his lascinaling hixations.  Bol ose ol the
mosl ineredible experiences of my life a3 1he
mither of a seven year old som who  has
Asperger's Syndrome was 1o lind myscll singing
int a microphone in & recording studic. There |
waz in a litthe room that resembled padded cell,
recording a Cl¥cassetie wpe of songs Ut 1
wrillen, My soogs were oniginally a musical
allempl o leach my son and o amuse mysell
during our long commuies (o therapy
appoanlmcnis. Bul thix teacling siraicgy sl
coping strategy had somehow snowhballed into a
collection of songs lor persons from all across
the putism spectrunm, and for those af s who love
them

P owrling For this Social Stery issee of THIE:
MORNING NEWS because, hike Social Storics,
my songs have helped some people within the
aulism speclrum o make somse ol some of e
soetal expectations of Newnolypical sockety. |
have seen my songs help individuals with autism
T modify some broublesome Behaviors,  Music
seems o reach many individuals with aulism in o
powerful way, and the gains some hove made
theough my songs seem o stem from an altlode
that says, “linally, somcone cxplained this
miystenous social mle ina way that 1w able o
absorh and comprehend!™  Several of my songs
are musical stonies thal emphosize low  other

ple Teel when unwrillen social rules are not
ollowed.  The songs also give suggestions on
how and why 1o [ollow the social rules and ofien
cid by telling the good things thal can happen
when the rules are Tollowed.

I 1hink Yol |Ili||_!_l;|'|| understum]  peore cqnph:ln:l}'
when you read some of the song titles. Big Wild
Waoly Fear has helped my  son Shawn and me o
deal with the wornes that attack  him (rom ime

= 1l =



1o timee.  His womes can escalate o amadng
propoions and hurd him inlo the tantroms he
wanis 5o desperlely o avoid. We wse (he song 1o
distuss why 2 lanimum occured and e plan
future  stralcgics  for  dealing with  wornes
Persamal Space Iavader 15 & song ihat helps us (o
make it through the crll store withoul mowing
(own the people who [oolishly Leave & 12 mch
of space bolween themselves and the colored
poncil display.  (Shawn is learning that the 102
ingh of space w nol there for fum 0 sqweeze
through =0 he can mvestipale whether or oot the
pencils have becn amanged in comedl rainbow
seqUEnGe. ) Pereveration Storior & owr [avonie
inwi| For iransilioning W another topic Whin On
al s Tavonmie lopics, such as guine: Mg penelics.
has jusl aboul been beawen o death. 'y QK Jo
Flay Differenily (The Arramging Songh, explaing
thal Shawn's prelerence (or armfanging  ioys
rather than plawng wih them n 2 Mo
traditional seose, 15 & (oe Fomno of colitary play.
Bul when other children join o, they meed and
wint b he able to shace Lheir own play ideas
‘'t #ong gxplaing that there ate Umes dnd plioes
for vth kinds ol play: e “Shawn Way™, arxd
the sy ihat allows for ofber vicWpoikls.

My Cldtape 13 coued Catfer Sors For Yo
Chifdrew:  Sowgy o Ealaece Focial Skiffs and fo
Foser o Welcoming Allitnde. 1 actually conlzing
throe calcgorics of songs Some. like Theosc
idescnbed above, ame wals [y eaching  social
skills.  Other songs help provide alormation
ahoat the aulism spectoum o classmates, fricnds,
lamily etc. Chrsiee s 0 song hal 1ellz dhe seory
of a3 girl wler 15 severely aflected by her aulism,
bul las alat 4o give and pany imporant lossons
W wach e e MoomeTypical peers in her
inclusion glassronm. Orther  sonps,  Like  Fou
Are My Child, arc to be encoumging o
parcnts, teachers, thompists, and olher care givers.
[ describe in this song the ways [ wanl 10 feel
ahout my son and his disabibiy, [0 Lelps me 10
remember what's importont on ke davs when |
have i hard time being a5 posidive as T woould Llike
10 be.  Many of the songs blend ima more than
one of fhese catdpones.

T'hose of s who prow up with Sedoefouse fock
on Satueday momings know Lhe povwer nosic bas
to teach ard W aid m relaining whal has been
tenrned.  Many pmrents have discoversd that their
child within the aufism spectrom can understand
and Follew sung dineclicons omech mede casily
than spaken dimclons. How many of us have
met children who can fing with & (uulity 1hat is

olten lost when they Uy 1o speak? 1 pulled these
sapeniences logether (a5 well a5 my expencnoes
as a tormer teacher) as | wrale my music amd
romehow pol up the rerve 19 stng my songs at
aulism support groups and workshops.  Papents
began to tell me that their children oeeded my
aongs, bol an adelt with aulism helped give me
thee courape to wdwally make a recording af my
SOTES.

Thomas hMceRean is @ popular speaker al audism
conferences, becauvse he describes with s¢ much
msight and huseor what a is ke to hve a Tull Ivfc,
whibe coping with aubsm. Wlen he spoke o a
coofemaree | attended oear ey hoime e Ao, [
gave humy 4 very oougl fape of my muose on the
Tarst day of e conference and asked Bamn 1o rell
me what he shooght about 1. 1le resposdad on
the secand day of the confercnec by asking me
o sing one of my songs with him duning his
keynode address e had boowght his  guitar
ong as be wssally dees. Ten motutes alter lus
request, [ (ound mysell singng Chefstira o few
hendrad people winle Tiomas scummoed abong.
{Femember, dhal he had heard 1his song Tor the
firsl time, josi the npight belore, and ihere had
hecrl no dime [or us 1o cehearse o 1ogelbarr We
reccived, 0 my eampleie and utler anwenenl. a4
standing owation  Thomas siid he kacw thal was
puing W happen, st then haer thal day he was
eYEn bing 10 encourape fameont lo provide
financial backing so [ could make a prodessional
recording of my songs. Be even offered  his
musical \alent for the praject.

1 endedl up having (o g the project on My awn,
wilh the enomoos wnd  abselutcly  cssenlial
assistance and morsl support of my lamily and
bends. Ay parcnts found ond  booked the
recordmg sodio Doeawse [ was  jusl oo
overwhelmesd 10 “start thee bofl rolling™ My
wonderdul husband, Bory, ook ol upon himself 10
lzarn how to do all of the parenting ks 1hat [
lended to do, 50 I could work on Lhe rceording
process, muddle through the busimess delails and
po ofi o sing at aulism conferences, kaawing he
hed cverylhimg wnder contedd.  What a man'
[opistics preventéd s from involving Thomas™s
musical talents, bat he hwd provided tremendons
cncourapement.  Thanks Thomas!

Wy somgs have boen wied in many hilferent
ways, more than | had imagined, Lut 1ken
providing suppodd Tor ol loving & person wilh
an autistic  specirum disorder scems W0 inspire all

1L
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kinds of crealive energy. | have even been 1odd
of a4 child who packs my music and 3 porabls
[ player in his backpack, in casc b needs o
Lricfly eeireal to 3 musical eminder to haye
flexibility dorng Lhe stresses of his preschoal
aclivities  Flenihiftiry s one of iy songs, and his
teacher provides him with a2 pivate place o listen
1 it whwn he fecls the need.

[ have singing my sonps al school assemblics thal
wwach Jizabilily awarcness Le all the cluldren in
the schonl.  The songs help the BewroTypical
peerd 1o understand  the achwns of  nglwsion
clapssmples  who have mvisible dizsabilibics like
aAotism.  FParcots heve made wifls of my tapes and

Tl o the  teachers, therapists.  amd  olber
professionals who  work  with  dher choldeen
Bumichmgs the gt is gven o capress

appirecialiom, and somelimes il is geven O prepare
a pecdessiomal for a new chenl, by panenis who
hve grown acowstemed o sedsivmes having o
be the wnes who must wain e peodessionrls in
keh methoks and atfitedes  Ose of The moel
mleresiing wies for my songs s been a8 o way
oy open a4 mecling where  policies would  be
ilecicked rogarding progmms [or persons me lhe
aulism spectrum. The songs were meoani 10 b
pre-meeting hearl sofwners The Liclics  sorme
parents will resorl vl Somelimes 1he songs just
Ieip family members and suppon persons 10 51
bk aml indulge o o hearty laugh o a good
Gry

I have 4 hord lime answening the poople who
askme whal age levels the songs on my Cape
are  ditected toward. O all depends wpon 1he
peron Ome of my lavanle sonps in dhe
collection 18 called fody's Sang. Jody Mcolvoy is
g real person, a beautiful woman in her lake
Iwenlics who hay autism. The song alcmpis o
describe the  dilliculues  she  Tas  [aced, §e
strength amd lewve watlun Dk, dnd & sish for
grealer  understanding benween (hose weho
cnconnier ihe anbism spectrum and tose  sho
live it. Jody carmes the ape with ber seng on il
ingside her pumse bly son was lhe catalysl [or
something that hax made a dilfercnce for annther
[WC CRH.
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In the next isspe of THE MORNING NEWS:

engding!
Sociaf Stories with more thun one ending ¥ and other ideas by Carol Gray
ending.

Serciad Skiffs Stories by Ann Johnson
Couching children through tough rimes by Connie Langland

—.and much more!
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Behavioral Issues and the Use of Social Stories |

ly Vicker

Editer's  nove:  Beverly Vicker. during her fifieen
years wiil e Institere for the Sindy of Develogwreninad
Drzabilities, s Dees fneodved im0 programs thar focis
on  arsessmenl,  divecl  service,  irafning,  proaduck
development, and research regarding persons with
anrisr, Prior o fer revnre G fdiona, Beverly focilifoied
sounie of the early work in the aree of augmertative -
atlternative conmnnication while al the University of
lowar Hospitad Sl

A Trequentl posilive progrimming
recommendation for an individual with autism s
that the family or the stall of an agency develop
o o mere Usocial stories” o sl ricular
information or o address  specific  siluations.
Such o recommendation may mellect either a
proaclive  of  reaclive  programming  stande.
Regardless of its purpose, the developmenl and
use of social stories is ollen a task thal s
underestimated in terms of ils complexily or one
thal may simply be misunderstood. This article
will attempt 1o identily some of the issuves that
should be considered when using  this
infervention Eool,

“Social  stories”  have  become a  popular
progrmmming  buceword.  Trainings  about  the
development amd use of social stones  can
represent  quite  vaned  expeniences  on the

inscrvice markel,  This may occur hecause
"soctal stories” is both a program-specilic term
and o generic term. The  program-specilic lenm

was initially wsed by Carol Gry as a descnplor
for her inlervention strategics. As readers ol the
MORNING NEWS already  know, Carol  has
presented  her information 8l many  conferences
amd  has  publizshed  vanouws  prini  resources
regarding Ihe programming and  owiterials
developed and piloted within her school district
{Her malerigls are  presenily  available  from
Fuinre Hovizons oid  are j:l.r'ril'n:'i'fw.l' trrieler  Fler
registered  Irademark  of  Sovial  Slories
Unlimited, although most peaple simply use the
fewam “soncdal Slaries” )

"Social sones” as 3 genenc term currently relers
o print- or text-supponed picture material ot
presents information or scnplting. The infonmal
mbervention  conccpl  pre-dates  the  progmm
introduced by Carol. The informal “stores™ may
or may nol be stories in the sense of having a
plol or o marrtive form. Batler, they may be
descriptive of a situntion or oulline the steps in a
sequence of process. Soame Forms might Be called
"social scripls”, People who falk aboul social
glofex in thix pemene sense mey or may w be
wilizing any of the guidelines of Carols
program. These “stories/scrips™, however, can
also represent o legitimate means of providing
visual information and suppor for a person with
a sociallangunge-processing  disability.

Whether ene chooses o follow Carol's guidelines
or not, much can be leamed by looking at her
program and @ the conademlions meganding 1=
implementation.  The development ol  social
stories, as defined by Canol, places a cemral focus
on wnting the stories in o ptrsiti::: tone. A ﬂi.ll'_t'll

f f have an impact on the reduchon of a
ﬂm}'ﬁmhavim Iﬂ.'ﬂ'l-l’IE:'.! of the information and
insight it provides for the person wilh aolism
The stones are nol meant 10 be judemental or o
be strongly directive. In order o avoid the latier
tone, Carol developed bher published  guidelines
regarding the ratio of sentence lypes for cach
social story. The stories wry w0 help the person
with aulism have a beller wderstanding of the
porameters of a problem situation and 10 have
some iden of how 0 cope, manage, or operate
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within fnl situation Socizl stodes usually are nat
a umlateral means of changing  behavior or the
peclomance of 1he peeson wih autan.  More
tvpically, social slorcs may represent only one
mter-eidion sirategy out of several tal may b
needed in order 1o impacl or rovesse § glven
witgaan ol cxample, i Jobn expeciences much
[Fusiratpan in the classtoom and e releases same
of his tension by hilling odher slndents an thae
laygrwnd, hs positive program might invedve
many compoanents. B might inclode & social story
aboul boing g pood foemd and shacing, bul i
mid also incluce o reassessment af his academic
skills amd the subsequent addison of  eXird
academic supporl,  the adamator of  waork
assLanmenis, (noservice liaing for suppor stafl
1o incrcase daly inslances of positive interaclion,
cencral ingruclion regarding  social  skills, and
specile: teaching of playpround games and nmiles
in order Lo Gaciliate swooessfal ovldeor play The
gecial story ezl 3ol be effeclive encugh by
itsell o mendily the compbes silwation suele as
Johos Trwstration awd  apgmessioa. but o might
have @ powerlol ampact when combined with
sl Lalorged <eratcgics

Faciors to consider when writing a social slory
lor an jndivigual include the Toflowing:

v Bonow  hal stoial stories will pat work with
cverpone. Ior some individwals, They mav be

inappropriate;  for others, they  may  he
eipecially  wadeguate,  iF wied oz a0 sode
ImlEresnuosn ool

« Kaow CTarols guedehimes amd  dwe liveanooe

regarding the writing of good social swries,
evien 1l v choese nat g ® her approach

Ciather  appropreate  formadien abou Lhe
complexitics ol the sitantion belue allempling
to wnile a socinl slegy.

Consiker ding a0 posilive rOprinming
behavior analyss wilth the key prople invalved
e @ siealien belone wriling a sockal siory.

“ Identily the cluster of siralegics hesded
for citcumvyenling or MARAEINET A SeMain
siualen. The development ol 2 social
story pould be g fogh or low  prody,
depending on e amdivadual  silwation,
e or more slodcs may b ecled when
1he swalcgy s appropnate.

* A siorw showld only be wrillen iT one has
some wiep  of  WHY, ie. for whal

purposeds) Lhe padividwll s engagiog in 8
speoafic behavior. A sloey ™y have a3
wially tnapproprials fcws or prescnl an
iclevam sob o iadoomabion 5 e persan
it engaging 1n 3 beluwior for a differeal
reason than what &g covered in the social
shiry.

A behavior analysis would also deatify
the Jrequency of a behavior amd of it is
specific e & given selling or person.
Sometimes ygnoring 8 spocile behavior is
a bBeiler pasitive  programming  siralegy
than making an cffo 40 call attendion 1@
Bt

* View Ihe social swones in the books available
from Futuee Homeons only as cxamplos of how
b wrile A posiltve slory. [6 15 imiporiant o
remember that cach story should he written [or
a specilic child. The child o slodenl ey liave
different actors thar necd 10 be considered or
addressed than whal appear in the cxample

story. Many of 1the sample slaries were wridep,
under Carol’s  supervision, by high  school
sadents im pRyeholoey Classes.  Tamily
rmembecre and oadull salT, who have  bBreoader
expenciees amd more persomal koowledge of
the person for whem the stodes are intended,
may incorporale some differcon insighis and
enformtion o 1helr namatves.

Have other people  poview
preseniing it 4o (he
Consider invalving w0 spoech  language
paltholopisl 10 the  rewvicw  pIOQEss siw
linguage comprehension 5 fpequently  an
s, he reviewer will weant 10 consider.

lhe =lory  belore
ersan with  aaiesm.

Yhe agerd® or purpose of e slory.

I Lhe story  wrillen wilth the objoclive of
prometing  =ell mandgemient,  positive  sell
esieem, a  beller  wpderstading of  Lhe
scemingly conlusing world fronsl him or her,
and with recognition of whal is dilficull for
poople with autism?

Fie favel of fonpewaee wred in the story
Poes  the child know 1he voebalary?
[s the: prammer too comples or are selences

oo dewaifed? Conversely, is the text level oo

simple for someone with mare sophisticared
language =kiliz?

R



v The pracessimg demuands of the fory

Ate ook seps or  any iformalion
mussing? Dows dee uedividoal have o
make inferems that he or sle can el
casily make? Is the story ling brgl bui
too complex? [5 the idividoal missng
SOme  prigr cXpetiences  or basec
underslanding  that  will make
comprehensnn mare difficultt I1s i@ clear

how the ndividual mighe handle a
siluation 1M 4 posibive manner n the
future?

= A poIfloee MesLape

Is the: story more of 3 "o shall . . "
commandmenl than a posibivae source ol
information? 130es the thoosd of the slory
depend  on the  individual  beiwg
cmpathelic  and  umderslanding  of  1he
I'm:]ing_l: of oher  (someifing  Mhat s
il for the persan walh aulisey? Docs
the story Loy 1 Toster 8 Techng of guill o
shamc.c.g.. dopl do "RK" so Mommy will
b pravd of wou?

r The plen for the nse of social siovies

Tizs o plan been devised aboul who will
inteodduce:  the social  story, whoo will
supervise use, and who will momiwr and
revise 1he plan or sloery, av needed?

Just i social stones may bhe one piece ol a
behavior or postivive programming plan, it iy also
impotant 10 remember that slonics represend ome
stratcgy when anempling w leach social <kills
Mlulliple sleatcgics are wipally meeded i this ane
as well. Mumeroue books. artcles, and malerials
arc avaitzble as resoutces for developing and
impementing @ socidl xkills training  progrion
Resources 10 peovede  addwsonal — ipformaat e
ahtall  posilive programmung  and  posibve
hehovior support cenipononls include:
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